SIR JOHN HEKESBY.
387
Lawson, a priest, wherein he gave me notice that the King, having given him his house, the Manor of St. Mary's, in York, for the honour of God and the good of his people, lie hoped that the same civility would be practised towards him which I used to others, in giving him a free and easy possession of it. I answered that it was part of my commission whereby I was governor of the place, and he should not think that I would divest myself of it by my own authority. I esteemed the King's bounty and was too proud of his service to do that, but if his Majesty did command it, I had nothing to say, but to obey. Only I hoped that his Majesty, if ho gave it away (and it was but just in him to endeavour it), would give me some equivalent for it. Several letters passed between us ; at last I heard from the Karl of Covers!win that it was absolutely granted. Lawson put me in hopes* that the King would consider,it lo me oneway or other, and wrote word of several kind tilings the King said of me.
December 17. He came down lo York, and claimed the possession, which it being to no purpose lo contest, I ordered my housekeeper to give him, but he left it again for the present till I could send order to remove my goods. The clear profits, besides the use of the house lor myself and friends, grans and hay for my horses whilst I stayed in town, was about forty pounds per annum. After this I did not expect that the rest would continue-long after, for the King caused the lord-lieutenants of most, if not all, counties of England to call together all their deputy-lieutenants and the justices of the peace, and to ask them these three questions :
1.  Incase the King should call a Parliament and they should be chosen of it, would they give their votes to take away the Test and 1'enal Laws P
2.  Would they give, their votes  for the choosing of such members as they believed would be for the taking them away P
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